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On April 9, the government of President Jean Bertrand Aristide announced a three-week
postponement of legislative elections because of logistical difficulties in finishing the preparations,
plus complaints from opposition parties about unfairness in the process. While three pro-Aristide
groups joined forces for the elections, other parties charged that the entire electoral process favors
the president's organization. A spokesperson for the Parliamentary Electoral Council announced
on April 9 that elections would be held on June 25, rather than June 4 as previously scheduled. The
runoff election, should it be necessary, is now scheduled for July 16. According to the spokesperson,
the decision was made at the request of more than 20 of the 30 political parties who want more time
to organize.
The announcement followed a meeting between Aristide and members of the opposition parties.
The elections, the first to be held in Haiti since Aristide's election in 1990, are considered the most
important indication of the president's ability to move the country toward democracy since he
returned from exile on Oct. 15, 1994 (see NotiSur, 11/04/95). On April 5, US Embassy spokesperson
Stanley Schrager said the elections must reflect the will of the people. "We have no stake at all in
who wins these elections, " said Schrager. "We consider these elections the first serious test for
democracy in this country." Almost all elected posts are vacant, since most terms of office expired on
Feb. 4. Since that time, the president has governed by executive order.
At stake are two-thirds of the 27-seat Senate and the entire 83-seat Chamber of Deputies, as well as
133 municipal and 565 township councils. Presidential elections are scheduled for December and
the Haitian Constitution prohibits Aristide from running again. The US is providing most of the
$13.5 million election budget. The UN Mission in Haiti (UNMIHA) and several other international
organizations, including the Carter Center of Atlanta, are assisting in the electoral process, aiming to
guarantee the necessary conditions for fair elections. UNMIHA took over control of the occupation
forces in Haiti from the US on Mar. 1. UNMIHA spokesperson Eric Falt said the UN's responsibility
is to "maintain a safe and stable environment" for the elections to be carried out satisfactorily.
However, after a February visit, former president Jimmy Carter called on the government to do
more to "level the playing field" before the elections.
Many opposition parties have complained that Aristide supporters control the electoral process,
making a fair contest impossible. After the electoral commission announced the election
postponement, Duly Brutus of the socialist National Progressive Revolutionary Party said the
measure helped, but other actions need to be taken to remedy the advantage that Aristide
supporters have. In March, three pro-Aristide groups formed the Mouvement Lavalas (ML) coalition
for the elections. The groups include the Organisation Politique Lavalas (OPL), headed by Gerard
Pierre-Charles; the Mouvement d'Organisation du Pays (MOP), headed by Public Health Minister
Jean Moliere; and the Parti Louvri Barye, headed by Aristide advisor Renaud Bernardin. When the
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formation of the coalition was announced, leaders said they welcomed the participation of other
parties. However, they also indicated that several parties that supported Aristide in 1990, including
the Front National pour le Changement et las Democratie (FNCD) and the Parti National du
Congres des Mouvements Democratiques (KONAKOM), would not participate in the ML "because
of differences in their methodology for struggle."
Despite their differences with the ML, both Port-au- Prince mayor Evans Paul and KONAKOM
leader Victor Benoit have warned about the danger of progressive forces being too dispersed
in the coming elections, which they say would benefit the right. Just before the postponement
was announced, Serge Gilles, head of the rightist Parti Nationaliste Progressiste Revolutionnaire
(PANPRA), threatened to withdraw from the elections if the control of the electoral process by the
ML was not remedied. PANPRA and other parties have complained that the ML controls local
electoral offices and that the state radio and television unfairly promotes the ML.
Meanwhile, registration of the country's estimated 3.5 million voters got off to a slow start, with
fewer than one- fourth of Haiti's eligible voters registered by mid-April. Many Haitians complained
that it was difficult to find registration offices and little publicity has been given about the drive.
Some observers expressed concern that the optimism that fueled massive participation in the 1990
elections had turned to frustration or apathy that would cause massive abstentionism and jeopardize
international acceptance of the electoral process. However, registration picked up during the past
week and by April 26 more than half the eligible voters had registered, leading to government
predictions that they would achieve nearly 100% registration before the May 1 deadline. In addition,
more than 15 of the 30 legally recognized parties have already registered slates of legislative
candidates. (Sources: Notimex, 03/23/95, 04/09/95; Reuter, 04/05/95, 04/09/95; Agence France-Presse,
03/03/95, 03/20/95, 03/22/95, 04/05/95, 04/10/95; Associated Press, 04/10/95, 04/26/95)
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